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Mill pond cleanup only a start

Fhver deserves a
continued attack
on PCBs

BY CHARLES MEHNE. DVM

mazoo River Superfund Site.

mmammmm-
mrmedpuuw,andmmhhardwm'k
xﬂ part of the Michigan Depait-

t of Environmental Quality
(MDEQ) and the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency (EPA) we are finally
geumgreawwchanupthlsdtg
TheEPAhaadoneasteﬂar'

(P(?Bs are polyciﬂomxated blphenyls
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which were a waste !_:yrmoduct of
the local paper mills from the mid

19503 to the early 1970s), not only
staying under budget.and on sched-
“ule bat also exceeding promised
cleanup criteria, The'cleanup of
Bryant Mill Pond
a i neﬁorclemupot‘

¢ rest river;as wellasfor -
the hiring of local workers.

Only 400,000 pounds of PCBs to
go! The Kalamazoo River Superfund:
site, consisting of 80 river miles and
a lot of PCBs, shouid be an excellent
longtermemplommtomomuuty
forpewledtheKalamamo
watershed.

Anmhersxgnofpmgmssxsthe
formulation of cleanup levelsfor
this site: 012partspermmion
(ppm)dPCBsmdzesedlmmtsor
soils that come In contact with
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waterandare
subject to erosion » '
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EPAandMDEqmgethu'denved
thmclevelsfmmmmksmdleson
this site done by MDEQ, MDEQ

based this field work on mink stud-
ies done by Dr. Jchn Gelsy’s 1ab at
Michigan State|University

The field agree with the
laboratorystud:es and they both

. agree with the samples that I have
" pulled on bald
owls, redtailed hawks. great blve

dagles, great horned
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fo 100,000 cublc yards of polychlorl-
nated biphenyt-contaminated sedi.
ments, The contrackorsa proposal was
similay to ons being drefted by
Blsaland, Bouck & Lee, an enginser
ing and sclentiffc frm employed by
Allled Paper, accordlng to Mark
Brown, BB&L vioe president.

Bryant Mill Pand, now drainad, s

] part of a 85milefong zone of conlia. -

mination that 18 on a foderal -
* Superfund priority lst of conlam)-
nated sites. The Allied site la consid-
ered the must contaminated portion
of the By sita,

EPA officlals reparted that PCH
residues have been found fn the 23-acre
farmer pond to a depth of about six-
feat. PCB (ainfed acfla have eroded
Brom the afle into Portage Creely, they
sald, and into the Kalamazoo River to
Lake Michiga»n.

Most of the PCBe, according to ths
EPA, are tightly bound to (he and
¢o not appesr to be & thrent to ground
water under the site.
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fo move contaminalted soil

Allied Paper will pay
from Portage Creck

up to $5.5 million

to adjacent landfill.
BY BILL KRASEAN
KALAMAZOO

13:41

10/21/87

10/23/97

year urging quick action,

" Yet to be detarminsd, Brown sald, is
ﬁ!sﬁ%?aﬁas.
acre slte as part of i long-term affort

$o manltor the contaminafed soils,
‘groumd water and the creek to enstire
-that no PCBs enter the wilet aystem,

Paper 1 u.u.u.mg. %s%&
Paper hg working A
utioh when the EPA, under pres-
"n.—l from poveral mrea cltlzens’
groups, stepped In to apeed things up
The EPA, he sald, can gct more quick-
Iy In aituations considoved urgent.
Judy Mayp, chalemen of the
Kalamaroo Environmntal Council,
sald shs waa plessod with the selile-
Bhe praiesd Halamazeo
County Commissioner Mary Powers
for her efforta to get the EPA
involved. The environmenial council
yepresenis seven area environmental
groups and some 10,000 mrem nosl
dents, The countcd] and other groups
wrols letters to the RPA earilar this

a‘=~n
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"Our concerns do no atop hare,”
Mayo said, "t (his ls ihe tost con-
centrated siaand farthest upsiream,

- and § makes sonse fo start here”

The formes Bryant Mill Pond slte
15 one of flve Jandfllls in the
Superfund sone, "By the end of the
year we should have a pretty good
Idsa about feur df the Tive bitss”™"
Corneliva said in September.

Allted Paper Ing/HM Holdings 1s
ae of four papsr companies identt-
fiexl as having oviitributed to the jol:
luton In the m&ﬂ?ﬁ m___ﬂ. .EN. ot
oy are Georgla-Pac 0P,
8impeon Prper Co. and James River
Carp. The four aresharing study costs
- how moye than $12 million - for the
Superfund site. .

Bryant Mlll made paper and recy-
cled waste paper fox about 84 years at
a slte south of Alcott Sirest and east
of Burdick Streqt ln Kalamazco,

Final praposals on how to remedi-
ate the King Highway landfi} pro-
posal should be lssued later this
month, Cornelius ssid, the (2th
Street landfiil proposal by December,
the Willow Boulevard/A-Site by
Apr 1998 and the Allled Papar El-
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cleanup .
facts

Project:
Asmove s
ehout 100,
cublo iamoa.__
of PCBtelnladd’
 sadiments
- lrom the formet
HysmtMi
Pendand .
.EJ__._...S R
in adjacont -
fandfl),  Fels
ied Ponar -
lod Paper ~
Ine./HM .
Hokiings, .
south of Alcoit,
. Strestand
eont of Burdick
Strest In
Kalamatoo. -
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rermanent solution is cheaper
for PCBs in Bryant millpond

' BY CHANLES J. MEHNE

Once again it Is time to write on the Rnlnmnoo
River/Allled Paper S8upetfund Site. At the head of
this sits ia the still active PCB-polluting Bryant Mill
Pond, the property of Allied Paper. Both EPA and
'MDERQ (formerly MDNR) have known rbr 40 ye:rt of
‘this {llegal activity.-

Thanks to the agigrvssive action of our County
Commissioner Mary Powers, Kalamazoo Environ-
mental Councll Chalirperson Judy Mayo, Kalama-
200 River Remedial Action Plan Chairperson Bob
Beck, Kalamazoc River Protection Association
Chairperson Dayle Harrison and scores of local peo-
ple this problem may finally get solved.

In a draft document released Sept. 2, EPA pro-

poses a permanent solution to this site, namely
removal of the PCB and placing it in the lagoons on
sitg, stabilizing and capping these same lagoons. As
it has been declared an imminent and substantial
threat to both human and environmental health, the
EPA has moved forward on the cleanup of this site.
_ Regrettably the EPA is only willing to push an
interim (temporary) cleanup/stabilization at this
time with option on a permanent cleanup if Allied
Paper 30 desires. Wednesday, EFA, MDEQ, Allied
Paper's representative Blasland Bouck and Lee
(BB&L) will have a cluudmcu:uon this draft
document.

It this muplochoous.mued PaperGungowlth
the permanent option EPA is recommending or an
interim stabilization in place and come back later
for a more permanent cleanup.

The interim option will cost approximately

$350,000 to set up and an annual Maintenance cost of
$270,000 according to EPA, plus a large amount of
money to lawyers and consultants to fight off tha
well-organized public cutery that will follow. In 16

VIEWPOINTY

years this cost will amount to over $4 million plus.

consultants and lawyer fees.
The cleanup that EPA wants will cost $3.5 million
to set up. no additional charges for lawyets and con-

"sultants, and no public outcry. Both options will

require onsite water monitoring, both options will
be paid for by Allied Paper.

The EPA-backed option will withstand a 100 year
flood event because by law it will be located out of
the 100 year flood plain: The interim option would
probably not withstand a 50 year or 25 year flood
event because it is located in the annual flood piain.

Gosh, this is a no brainex The EPA permansnt
option is cheaper after about 12 to 15 years and will
do the job. The interimn option is more expansive
after 15 years or the first major flood down Portage
Creek, whichever comes first, and does not protect:
human or enviranmantal kesalth efectively.

Please, Allled Paper, do nct make the consultants

and lawyers rich, Do the sihart thing and choose the -

romanmt cleanup that EPA is recommangding. Al-
jed Paper, you have the equipment on site to han-

" dle the PCHs and do the landfill, You would even

have public support!

So Allisd Paper, thtaisyourchancetopmvetous
what a good corporate citizen you are and remove
the PCBs, place them in a appropriste landfill on
site, cap it and monitor our precious groundwater.

This would be a great beginning of the cleanup of
the Kalamazoo River. Thank you for your time and
consideration.

CHARLES J. MEHNE fs @ Knlamazoo veterinarion.
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elcomes short, to the point, Letters DOONESBYRY

iy timely, Interaating and proveca-

mits. They must be s;gned wlth' a

| include sddress and daytime tele-

of space limitations, letters should ba ?Z,S:a?

sublect to editing. Send to Letters ta

azotte, P.O, Box 2007, Kalamazoo, Mi,

addressed to Lettars to the Editor at

to kgletters@aol com via e-mail, This a-
srg and viewpoint articles only.

ome the praperty of the Kalamazoo Ga-

refurned; submissions may be edited and
otherwise re-used in any medium.
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EPA wants to excavate up to 100 000 yards
of soil and seal it in a landfill on the property

BY BILL KRASEAN
KALAMAZOO GAZETTE -

" Federal officials ave recommend
ing excavating up to 100,000 cubic
yards of PCB-contaminated soils
at the former Bryant Mill Pond in
Kalamazoo and sealing the materi-
als ma]andﬁllonthesamepron
erty.

The project, which could oost up
to $3.57 million, is one of five
cleanup options being considered
by the Environmental Protecnon
Agency.

The alternatives are summa
rized in a report to be discussed
next week by the EPA, Michigan
Department of Envxronm“antal
.Quality and representatives of the
paper companies  which con-
tributed to contamination " of
Portage Creek and the Kalm'nazm
River.

Soils tainted with po}ychlonnat
ed biphenyls have eroded from the
Bryant Mill site into- Porte.ge
Creek, EPA officials said, and intp
the Kalamazoo River and I..ak.e
Michigan.

Bryant Mill Pond, now’ drained,
ispanofaas-mﬂezoneofcontam
ination that is on a federal
Superfund priority list of contami-
nated sites.

Bryant Mill Pond, seuth of
Alcott Street and east of Burdick
Street, is considered the most cont-
siaminated portion of the Superfund

te

EPA officials said PCB residues
have been found on about 22 acres,
reaching a depth of about 6 feet.

Surface soils on the site have
PCB concentrations of at least 175
parts per million while sediments

downstream from the Bryant Mill
damexceedSOOpartspermﬂlion.

~ according to the EPA.

Bryant Mill is now part of Allied
Paper Inc./HM Holdings, one of
four paper companies identified as
having contributed to pollution in
the Superfund site.

The others are Georgia- Pacific
Corp., ‘Simpson Paper Co. and
James River Corp. The four are
sharing study costs - now totaling
more than $10 million - for the
Superfund site.

Bryant Mill made paper and
recycled waste paper for about 94
years at the Kalamazoo site.

As early as the 1950s, state offi-
cials worried about paper compa-
ny discharges into the Kalamazoo
River. In 1951, the Michigan Water
Resources Commission set rules

Please see mun. A2

- continued -
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restricting what could be dis-
charged by Allied Paper, stipula-
tions the company violated those
guidelines in 1953, 1956, 1961, 1964,

1967 and 1968, according to state .

records,

v, The EPA said Allied in the 1950s
may have dally discharged up to
156 000 pounds of clay paper

»wastes, which contained PCBs.

,» PCBs at the site, according to the

,-EPA report, are likely confined to
the clay near the surface and do
~not appear to be settling where

“they may t.hreaten gmundwater
_bupplies.

“+'They consider the site, however,

“H#n. “imminent and substantial
"mmt to human health and the
environment, ..,” primarily

“{lirough exposure to PCBs by eat-

ab

ing fish caught in the river

PCBs have been found to inter-
fere with reproduction among bald
eagles, mink and some other
species that live along the
Kalamazoo River A few human
studies have found a weak link
with slowed development in chil-
dren exposed to PCBs and a recent
National Cancer Institute study
found an assoclation between the
level of PCBs in body tissue and a
cancer called non-Hodgkin’s lym-
phoma.

Under the EPA proposal,
between 76,000 and 100,000 cubic
yards of contaminated sediments
would be excavated from the
Bryant Mill site. The materials

.would be moved to a site on the

property where they would be pre-
vented from further leaching into

.the creek. The work, they said,
. could be completed ovey a- eouple

months. ;
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